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The Weekend 

by Michael Palin. 

Dynamo Youth Theatre are proud to 
announce that this years Sixth Form 
show will be Michael Palin's successful 

West End comedy, The Weekend. 

Michael Palin‟s first stage play which 
premiered in the West End in 1994 and now 
receives the traditional Dynamo treatment to 
p roduce  a  wonde r f u l  even ings 
entertainment. 

The Weekend is a comedy in which Michael 
Palin takes a look at family values with black 
humour. 

Faced with a family gathering, world-weary Stephen Febble does his 
best to be difficult. When his daughter, her dreary husband Alan, their 
precocious child and - not least - the dog come to stay for the 
weekend it's enough to make him reach for the whisky, and for the 
sarcasm. The climax arrives on Saturday night when his patient wife 
Virginia has laid on a dinner party and the chiropodist comes too. 

The September show is traditionally small-cast production for senior 
members, staged after the school exams and before the leavers go 
off to universities or jobs. It is frequently the last production some 
members will act in before advancing age requires their departure 
from the company. 

Performances at the Havant Arts Centre from Wednesday 9 
September until Saturday 12 September at 7.30pm. 

Tickets £8.00 and £6.00 available on line at 
www.havantartscentre.co.uk or from the Box Office, details below. 

http://www.havantartscentre.co.uk/


The Liz Goodbody Shield 2009 

DIARY OF A DIRECTOR by Yas Langley 
 
Week 1 
By the time you‟re reading this you would‟ve seen my shield piece. I hope you enjoyed it. Because 
as I‟m writing this I have no idea what it‟s going to be like; It‟s Monday the 12th January and I‟ve just 
got it from the first week of the shield (actually I got in about 4 hours ago, right now I‟m in my 
pyjamas). I can honestly say I‟ve been excited about today for the last week- yes me and Helen 
know how to live- but after 7 shields it‟s finally our turn. 
So, fear of difference… not too bad. Our own song - are you serious? Without Harry Atlee in my 
group I don‟t stand a chance. I‟m certainly looking forward to seeing what we come up with. 
 
Week 2 
Well a whole week‟s gone by and I‟ve done diddly squat. Exams and overtime I unknowingly 
agreed to meant I had no time to get anything done apart from some vague ideas whilst walking/
working/waiting for the bus including animals/Frank Turner/hillbillies… you‟ll know by now if any of 
them materialised into anything. Although there is one idea to work with there are several 
directions I can go in, and until I decide that there‟s not much we can do. So we played Wink 
Murder.  
 
Week 3 
Finally got my script. Was staring at a blank page wondering how to go about it when I decided to 
do a Blazin‟ Squad and Flip Reverse the whole idea. Once I had come up with that, I managed to 
knock out the script in half an hour, most of the time spent on names which never actually get 
mentioned- my character wasn‟t even going to have a name until my friend Mike said he wanted 
me to call my next character Camelia after a road (long story); not that you lot even knew, until 
now.  
And  I even got to watch Peter Pan as part of „research‟. 
 
Week 3 (Thursday) 
Spent the evening going through the play, surprisingly. Was chuffed my group knew most of their 
lines (even if they did forget their scripts) so I rewarded all their hard work with the boring job of 
positioning. Tedious? Yes. Necessary? Hopefully! And apart from being picky about that, there‟s 
not much else I can do except making them do it over and over and over…. 
Week 4 
Had my one to one today, and although they‟re supposed to be confidential, I was told not to get 
too hung up on winning! I‟m sure you remember Andrew. And as much as I tried to convince 
otherwise, I wasn‟t successful. Yes the competition element does add a spark of excitement and 
yes I know it‟s the aim of the game but, (and I know I‟m not the only director who agrees) it‟s not 
the main thing. I‟m not by all means degrading the shield but creating a piece that I‟m proud of and 
that hopefully others can enjoy is far more important to me. It‟s like Helen‟s pappy said- it‟s the 
children are far more bothered about who wins! 

Fiona Haward with her shield winning team 
Fiona and team are joined by one of this year‟s 
judges Jo Merriman, a original member of  DYT. 



Diary of a director continuedéé... 
 
Week 4 (Thursday) 
Although more orthodox to have half term rehearsals at the director‟s house, Jess‟s house was 
nearer! Besides, Mummy Barnes cooked us pizza- the most you could hope to get at my house is 
something Weight Watchers. Out of date. If you‟re lucky. Maybe it was the pizzas that made the 
two hours go so fast, maybe it was James laughing at my musical terminology („just a bit of 
strummin‟ innit‟) but it didn‟t feel like we got much done- although we did manage to finish the 
song. And attempted to try and time it.  
 
Week 5 
Another week gone by without the criteria… but we did get our orders which I completely forgot 
about. First. FIRST. After cheering (and high fiving James) I suddenly started groaning and 
whinging. I still can‟t make up my mind. I did originally say I didn‟t want middle so I guess it would 
be first or last. And actually I would hate to have to wait around for last. So yeah first is all gravy. I 
think. Maybe… 
 
Week 5 (Thursday) 
With another cast member missing it was quite pointless being there; we couldn‟t go through it 
properly, we couldn‟t time it and we couldn‟t do the song so I sent them home after an hour. Not a 
very productive evening really. 
 
Week 6 
After auditions, we had some rehearsal time which we spent finding props and looking at 
costumes. Thankfully, apart from a lantern we‟re sorted on props and the two that once again 
forgot to bring in their costumes assure me they have them at home. We also timed it a few times 
(though we kept getting interrupted, mainly be Chris Green- yes I‟m naming and shaming) but 
overall our highest was 8:24, and our lowest was 7:57, with lines properly learnt and a bit of 
polishing, it should be alright on the night. 
 
Week 6 (Thursday) 
Our last real rehearsal before Sunday! Thankfully my whole cast was there, including those two 
with their costume plus we found a lantern! We spent the evening going through it, timing it, 
nitpicking and generally just making sure we‟re ready for the stage. Fortunately I feel like we 
genuinely are. Unfortunately though, I feel slightly too relaxed and really don‟t want to get 
complacent about it. 
 
The Shield 

I knew I shouldn‟t have gotten too complacent. I don‟t know whether it was nerves or being in new 
surroundings but the piece had lost the spark it had before! However we managed to reignite it 
just before our tech despite Barney and Harry T‟s constant interrupting (they join Chris on the list 
of shame). We were in our costumes, we had our props, we were ready for the tech. Until I 
realised that I couldn‟t walk through the audience like I had planned. Although I had considered 
the technical difficulties of that earlier on, I guess I had just pushed it to the back of mind and 
hoped it would be ok. That last minute change, plus the fact we weren‟t allowed to lie down etc. (a 
definite disadvantage we had an unfamiliar stage) completely threw me and nerves started to kick 
in as I realised we were on stage in less than half an hour. First. FIRST. Why did I have to get 
first? I was waiting in the wings for what seemed a year before I could finally get on with it.  

In the end though, the piece went brilliantly and I couldn‟t personally fault my cast (though 
apparently none of it could be heard!)- I‟m so proud of them! After weeks of work it was finally 
over (I actually felt relieved) and it turned out it was alright on the night. Maybe being first wasn‟t 
too bad as I got to relax and enjoy everyone else‟s- which I did! I don‟t think there was one group 
that was worse than anyone else‟s and the ideas were all so original. Speaking to Mo, Helen and 
I were saying that one thing we love about our sixth form is that we all get on so well and the 
atmosphere backstage really was of achievement, congratulations and a lot a lot of relief.  

Well done everyone! 



Visit the Dynamo Youth Theatre web site, www.dyt.org.uk to read more tributes to the sensational 
Roses of Eyam, acclaimed as one of the most spectacular and moving productions performed in 
DYT‟s 26 year history. 

Previous shows have included: Stags & Hens; The Odd Couple; The Roses of Eyam; Tommy; Les 
Miserable's; Outside Edge; Our Day Out; Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat; No Sex 
Please — We‟re British; Oliver, West Side Story and many, many more. 

Dynamo was formed in 1981 and has a company of 65 members ranging from 11 to 18 years. We 
meet on Monday between 5.15 and 7.15pm at Havant Arts Centre, 56 East Street, Havant, PO9 1BS. 

If you are interested in becoming a friend of DYT or joining the company please email: 

mail@dyt.org.uk or telephone one of following: 

Secretary      Pauline West   02392 453526 

Membership Secretary   Steve Weaver   02392 498117 

Artistic Director    Andrew Bowker   01243 370434  

Dates for your diary. 

9th to 12th September 2009 The Weekend  -  Sixth Form Show 

25 September to 4 October 2009 Havant Literary Festival. 

January 2010 Pirates of Penzance's 

Contributions welcome. 
If you are interested in providing an article for our next issue due to be published in the summer 
please contact the editor: 

  Nigel Kenny 

  Email: info@dyt.org.uk 
  Tel : 07909605098 

Disclaimer. 
The views or opinions expressed in this publication are those of the contributors and should not 
be considered representative of the Dynamo Youth Theatre Committee.  

Thank you to Waitrose 
The green token event at Waitrose led to a donation of £268 to DYT. We would like to thank all our friends and 
supports who choose DYT as a worth cause and especially Waitrose for their generous donation. 

Email addresses are a highly sought after commodity at DYT. If you have one, we would like to know it! Why? 

Because we can email this newsletter to you rather than paying to send it by mail! Please share you email address 
and receive your future newsletters on-line. 

Dynamo at the Royal Court Theatre 
Dynamo was approached recently to provide a sound effect for a new production called Jerusalem which 
has recently opened at the Royal Court Theatre in London. The Company and a number of brave 
Committee members, sang a Cornish folk song which was recorded and provides an atmospheric 
background during one of the scenes. 

This was a completely new experience  for Dynamo -- learning and rehearsing the song in a couple of 
hours and singing it unaccompanied, repeatedly until Ian Dickinson, the Sound Manager for the 
production was happy he had good take. Recording the same song over and over without losing 
concentration attracted compliments from Ian who described Dynamo as “a tightly knit, well disciplined 
group” who he had enjoyed working with. 

Another first for Dynamo!  

http://www.dyt.org.uk/

